Transmissibility of human immunodeficiency virus in haemophilic and non-haemophilic children living in a private school in France.
In a study of the transmissibility of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) in haemophilic and non-haemophilic children living together in a boarding school in France, half of the haemophilic children had seroconverted by the end of a 3-year study period. By contrast none of the non-haemophilic children seroconverted. All children had had close casual contact, some of them for several years. Hepatitis B virus (HBV) markers detected in all polytransfused haemophiliacs were found in 4 of 20 control children in the school, whereas all healthy youngsters living with their families were HBV negative. This study adds support to the theory that transmissibility of HIV among casual contacts is low and that there is no reason to exclude HIV-antibody carriers from communities.